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Midnight 
movers 


Soldiers work together to 
fly cargo across Iraq, forc- 
ing fewer trucks and Sol- 
diers to run the roads. 
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For love of 
running 


Anaconda |. 
Soldier runs | 
eight to ten 
miles every- |= 
day, allbefore Fig 
breakfast. 
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Medical train- 
ing in theater 


Training center offers mu- 
litple courses and exams 
in the medical field for all 
Coalition Force members, 
military and civilain. 
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Sgt. Jonathan Zimmerman, the Skunk Werks shop foreman, 758th MC, grinds a part for the ASV extraction system. 


New latch makes ASV extractions faster, easier 


by Sgt. Michael Connors 
Anaconda Times Staff 


LSA ANACONDA, _§Iraq— 
Two Soldiers here developed 
a new latch for the armored 
security vehicle’s side hatch, 
making it faster and easier to 
open in case of an emergency 
extraction. 

Sgt. Bryan Pratt and Sgt. 
Jonathan Zimmerman, both 
with the 758th Maintenance 
Company, an Army Reserve 
unit from Whitehall, Ohio, 
were motivated to design the 
latch after a casualty a few 
months ago in one of the bat- 
talions they support. 

“Zimmerman and I are in 
the position where we see the 
damage of the vehicles,” said 
Pratt, the 734th Maintenance 


Support Team shop foreman. 
“There’s got to be a better way 
to get them out faster.” 

Pratt said he did not know 
if the casualty could have been 
prevented by a different latch 
design, but he and Zimmer- 
man, the Skunk Werks shop 
foreman, wanted to do every- 
thing they could to improve 
the latch just in case it could 
save lives in the future. 

With the old latch, the side 
hatch could only open from 
the outside with a two-step 
process. The first step was to 
get the porthole cover open 
and then to reach inside the 
ASV to undo the latch. Pratt 
said many Soldiers could not 
fit their arms through the port- 
hole to open the hatch with 
this method. 


In the new design, which 
Pratt and Zimmerman have 
named the ASV _ extraction 
system, the porthole cover has 
been modified and the latch has 
been redesigned to be compat- 
ible with the standard M1114 
humvee extraction tool. 

Now the hatch opens from 
the outside in much the same 
way the M1114 does. 

Once Pratt and Zimmerman 
decided to go forward with 
their idea a few months ago, it 
only took them about six hours 
to go from idea to paper to the 
finished prototype. The ASV 
extraction system takes about 
two hours to fabricate and 
about 15 minutes to install, 
said Pratt. 

“It’s real simple,” said 
Pratt. “(I was) always taught 


‘keep it simple stupid’—and it 
works.” 

When Pratt and Zimmer- 
man completed the prototype 
they showed it to ASV drivers 
and tank commanders and then 
to motor sergeants. They said 
the input was positive, so from 
there the duo took their system 
to the chain of command. 

Pratt said he has just gotten 
the approval from his chain 
of command to install the 
ASV extraction systems in the 
1034th Combat Support Sus- 
tainment Battalion’s ASVs. 

The Skunk Werks shop is 
currently fabricating the sys- 
tems. Pratt said he hopes to in- 
stall them in the 734th Trans- 
portation Battalion’s ASVs as 


See Latch, Page 12 
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Leadership engagement: Col. 
Gregg Gross, chief of distribu- 
tion management center 


by 1st Lt. Kalen Smith 
Anaconda Times Staff 


LSA ANACONDA, §Iraq- 
Managing all of the assets in 
theater is a rather large task, 
but when you add mortuary 
affairs, needed supplies and 
water production as well, it is 
hard to believe that Col. Gregg 
Gross gets any sleep at night. 

“Our mission is to synchro- 
nize the materiel and distribu- 
tion management functions for 
the corps — the materiel being 
all the supplies, fuel, ammu- 
nition, food, water. We also 
provide services like mortu- 
ary affairs, bulk water produc- 
tion throughout Iraq in support 
of both MNC-I and coalition 
forces. 

To accomplish these mis- 
sions, two core elements have 
fused together. 

“We have taken what were 
formerly the corps materiel 
management center and the 
corps movement control bat- 
talion and put them together 
in one operations center. So, 
the commodity managers who 
need to move something, can 
just turn right to the distribu- 
tion manager, whether they 
want to move it by ground or 
air, can move it in a timely and 
efficient manner.” 

Gross credits all of his suc- 
cess during the deployment on 
the subordinate brigades that 
support him. They “have tre- 
mendous capability, in some 
cases they can do almost more 
than what we can do with our 
staff here. 

He has been a logistician his 
whole career and has far-reach- 
ing oversight as to what hap- 
pens logistically in Iraq, and 
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Col. Gregg Gross, chief of the distribution management center 


here. 


has made some improvements 
to the process. 

The number of troops has 
increased, but they have not 
faltered on their mission. They 
use new ways of moving ma- 
teriel that helps to maximize 
the efficiency of the force. 
The normal number of pal- 
lets shipped by air per month 
was about 15,000. In June they 
shipped nearly 24,000, pallets 
by air, keeping combat logis- 
tics patrols off the road and as 
a result, saving Soldiers lives. 


“It?s teamwork at multiple 
echelons. We have a tremen- 
dous team here with the 13th. 
The strength of the forma- 
tion is the Soldiers, the staff 
sergeants that lead these con- 
voys every night — about 3000 
trucks on the road — reacting to 
enemy incidents in a very pro- 
fessional and now very routine 
manner,” said Gross. “It takes a 
lot of discipline, a lot of matu- 
rity, even (the performance of) 
our young lieutenants...blows 
me away right now. That’s the 


“The strength of 
the formation is the 
Soldiers, the — staff 
sergeants that lead 
these convoys every 
night...” 


Col. Gregg Gross 
13th SC(E) 


strength of the formation.” 

These Soldiers usually mon- 
itor supplies and commodities 
on movements coming in from 
strategic channels, CONUS, 
and from theater, not only Ku- 
wait, but Turkey and Jordan as 
well. In addition, they request 
re-supply, and direct and pri- 
oritize the shipment of goods 
coming into Iraq. Any retro- 
grade, which is the return of 
battle loss and excess equip- 
ment is sent back through these 
Soldiers to get it back out of 
Traq. 

Gross says the overall suc- 
cess of his command is due 
to the great teamwork he sees 
from within his ranks. “The 
folks I probably learn the most 
from are the noncommissioned 
officers and the soldiers. The 
innovation and ingenuity of 
the basic (Soldier), is they can 
figure out how to do it better 
than the school or doctrinal 
solution is,” said Gross. “I try 
to keep my antenna up all the 
time and listen to Soldiers ... 
because a lot of what Soldiers 
(gripe about) is why we’re do- 
ing something the way we’re 
doing it when there’s a smarter 
way to do it. am always solic- 
iting better ways to do things.” 
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CSM Corner 


We need to always stay 
focused on the mission. 
The 13th Sustainment 
Command (Expedition- 
ary) Soldiers have done 
a superb job, and our tour 
here has been very suc- 
cessful. 

The Soldiers have not 
skipped a beat. Even with 
units transferring in and 
out over the last month, 
including the 593rd Sus- 
tainment Brigade transfer 
of authority to the 507th 
Corps Support Group at 
Al Asad Air Base and 
the 45th SB TOA to the 
3rd SB at Q-West, our 
Soldiers continue to per- 
form. 

As we move through 
the summer months, I 
know 13th SC(E) Sol- 
diers are prepared for 
the heat and the mission, 
and both are going to get 
hot. I want to emphasize 
the use of ice and water 
to prevent dehydration, 
so Soldiers can continue 
to make the mission hap- 
pen. 

Again, stay focused, 
and stay connected with 
your families. 

- Command Sgt. Maj. 
Terry Fountain, 13th 
SC(E) command sergeant 
major 
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Transient alert Airmen keep Balad runway clear, safe 


by Senior Airman Olufemi A. Owolabi 
332nd Air Expeditionary Wing PA 


BALAD AIR BASE, Iraq— 
With about 40 aircraft land- 
ing in a day and with limited 
space to park them, the flight- 
line here would be in a chaotic 
state without the help of the 
332nd Expeditionary Main- 
tenance Squadron’s transient 
alert Airmen. 

This 13-member flightline 
team can be identified as soon 
as an aircraft arrives here. 
They wave their light wands 
and drive trucks with “follow- 
me” signs to marshal aircraft. 
Their mission is to ensure any 
aircraft transiting here is well 
parked before departing for its 
final destination. 

“As transient alert Airmen, 
our ultimate mission is to en- 
sure the safe arrival of all the 
cars, mail, food, cargo, timely 
items for the base exchange, 
people and medevacs,” said 
Master Sgt. Geffrey Gardner, 
transient alert section chief 
here deployed from Ramstein 
Air Base, Germany. “We are 
here to help the aircrew get 
down safely and spend as 
minimum time as they can on 
the ground.” 

Every day, a transient alert 
Airman sees a variety of air- 
craft from other nations, such 
as Britain and Iraq, and Unit- 
ed States commercial cargo 
aircraft intermingling with C- 
130s and C-17s, transporting 
passengers, cargo and sup- 
plies in and out of Balad. 

“We never know what type 
of aircraft might come in,” 
said Senior Master Sgt. Rex 
Snow, maintenance superin- 
tendent for the 332nd EMXS. 


Photos by Senior Airman Olufemi A. Owolabi 


Senior Airman Patrick Boozer communicates via a radio with the air traffic control tower to coordinate 
the arrival of an aircraft to Balad Air Base, Iraq. Airman Boozer is a transient alert Airman at Balad and 
is deployed from the 57th Fighter Wing, Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. 


“No matter what type of air- 
craft might come in, we have 
to be alert and be able to per- 
form. Sometimes they try to 
schedule their arrival as much 
as possible, but, obviously, 
this place is so busy. We have 
to be able to handle them at all 
times (even if their arrival was 
unannounced).” 

These Airmen mostly have 
crewchief experience. Most of 
them have unique knowledge 
on particular airframes, and 
they help each other out. They 
all come from a diverse part of 
the Air Force, and they bring 


that knowledge to the table. 

“We are the Department of 
Defense busiest single-run- 
way airport and the second 
busiest in the world (next to 
Heathrow),” said ardner. “If 
our guys aren’t driving the 
trucks (with follow me signs), 
all airplanes will land on the 
runway and run into each oth- 
er.” 

Despite the busy status of 
the flightline, transient alert 
Airmen find creative solutions 
to Balad’s limited parking 
space. They work very close- 
ly with the wing’s command 


post, the air control tower, 
crash recovery team and air- 
craft ground equipment. These 
agencies stay in constant com- 
munication via radio. 

“Tt is a stressful job,” said 
Senior Airman Soon Tri, who 
deployed from Tyndall Air 
Force Base, Fla. “But with 
good communication, we are 
able to effectively accomplish 
the mission. We help each oth- 
er out. It is a group effort; it is 
not just us. We work closely 
with crash recovery team and 
AGE, and we also commu- 
nicate with the tower all the 


time.” 

They handle about 725 air- 
craft a month and 14,400 pas- 
sengers, including about 863 
medevacs. 

“By transferring all these 
people and cargoes out here, 
we help eliminate the number 
of convoys that travel here,” 
said Master Sgt. David Foster, 
a transient alert Airman here 
deployed from Nellis AFB, 
Nev. “It is a lot safer to travel 
in the air when improvised 
explosive devices are planted 
on the ground by the bad guys 
trying to get us. 

“A lot of equipment used to 
fight the war on terror comes 
through our ramp, and if we 
have a frustrated cargo or traf- 
fic jam on the flightline, noth- 
ing is going to move. We are 
here to maximize the use of 
minimum space on the Balad 
flightline,” Gardner added. 

As a result, transient alert 
Airmen are considered the 
managers of the parking ar- 
eas. 

“Transient alert Airmen 
should be professional, hard- 
working and knowledge- 
able because it is a danger- 
ous place out here,” Gardner 
said. “About 40 aircraft come 
in a day, and they have only 
seven parking spots. So, if 
one doesn’t get in and out in 
a timely manner, another one 
has to be diverted. And that 
means somebody’s mail has 
been diverted because we 
didn’t get the plane in here.” 

They allagreed that any time 
an aircraft parks here without 
any problem and leaves Balad 
safely, it is considered a mis- 
sion-accomplished day for a 
transient alert Airman. 


Photo by Senior Airman Olufemi A. Owolabi 


A transient alert Airman marshals a C-17 Globemaster Ill into its parking spot at Balad Air Base, Iraq. Transient alert Airmen are the managers of Balad’s parking areas. They 
ensure any aircraft transiting here is well parked before departing for its final destination. 
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Combat Stress 


Control 


113th Medical Company (CSC) 


433-240: 


e 
Individual counseling by 
appointment or walk-in 


Command referrals 


Services for combat and 
operationally stressed 
soldiers 
eoeoeeeeeee§ee ee 
RELAXATION TECHNIQUES 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
3:30 TO 4 P.M. 


STRESS MANAGEMENT 
MONDAY AND THURSDAY 
10TO 11 AM. 


HOME FRONT ISSUES 
MONDAY AND THURSDAY 
> TO 6 P.M. 


CONFLICT RESOLUTION 
WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY 
11 A.M. TO NOON 


ANGER MANAGEMENT 
TUESDAY AND FRIDAY 
11 A.M. TO NOON 


ANXIETY AWARENESS 
WEDNESDAY 
3 TO 3:30 P.M. 
SATURDAY 
10:30 TO 11 A.M. 


SLEEP HYGIENE 
MONDAY AND THURSDAY 
6 TO 6:30 P.M. 


GOAL SETTING 
MONDAY AND THURSDAY 
11 A.M. TO NOON 


DEPRESSION AWARENESS 
WEDNESDAY 
2 TO 3 P.M. 
SATURDAY 
10 TO 10:30 A.M. 


COMMUNICATION SKILLS 
TUESDAY AND FRIDAY 
10 TO 11 A.M. 


RELATIONSHIP SKILLS 
WEDNESDAY 
9TO 11 AM. 


for more information, 
email: 
melissa.kale@us.army.mil 


433-2402 
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Troops aid local residents, build friendships 


by Spc. Chris McCann 
2nd BCT, 10th Mtn. Div. PAO 


BAGHDAD- Combat med- 
ics are seldom short of chanc- 
es to apply their skills. But 
as counterinsurgency efforts 
continue in Iraq, the medi- 
cal expertise of battlefield 
paramedics and surgeons is 
sometimes shifted to aid lo- 
cal residents. 

Soldiers of the 4th Battal- 
ion, 31st Infantry Regiment, 
2nd Brigade Combat Team, 
10th Mountain Division 
(Light Infantry) from Fort 
Drum, N.Y., joined by the 4th 
Brigade, 6th Iraqi Army Di- 
vision soldiers conducted a 
medical-civil affairs clinic in 
Cargouli Village June 21. 

In the Cargouli Village, 
Maj. Kenneth Stone, a native 
of Ames, Iowa, and the 4-31 
battalion surgeon, joined by 
several medics of the battal- 
ion and an Iraqi medic, treat- 
ed mainly aches and pains 
and stomach illnesses, which 
the team chalked up largely 
to poor water quality. 

“It’s sad that in most pa- 
tients that we see, their issues 
stem from water problems,” 
said Spc. Erin Byers, a native 
of Cape Canaveral, Fla. 

In these rural areas, the ci- 
vilians drink, cook and clean 
from canal water. 

Muhamad Sebeh, a resi- 
dent of Cargouli Village, was 
one of about 200 people seen 
by the medics. He came to be 
treated for arthritis. 

“It’s wonderful that the 
Americans are doing all the 
things they do,” Sebeh said. 
“The situation here has got- 
ten much better since the 
arrests after those Soldiers 
were kidnapped. We’re free 
to walk around now, thanks 
to the Americans. And when 
people come to harass us, we 
kick them out.” 

Several local women wait- 
ing to be seen agreed. 


Photo by Spc. Chris McCann 


Sgt. Jason Lane listens to a baby’s breathing at a medical operation 
in Cargouli Village, Iraq. Lane, a 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry Regi- 
ment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division (Light 
Infantry) medic out of Fort Drum, N.Y., participated in the mission 


June 21. 


“It’s very, very good of 
the Americans to do this for 
us,” said Badriyya Abdullah. 
“Since the Soldiers got rid 
of the terrorists, we’ve been 
able to start negotiations for 
power and water improve- 
ments.” 

The operation was hope- 
fully just the start of improve- 
ments in the area, locals said. 
Cargouli Village was long a 
stronghold of Sunni terrorists, 
and is not far from the pa- 
trol base where two Soldiers 
were captured May 12. But 


since the arrests made dur- 
ing the search for the missing 
Soldiers, villagers have been 
bolder about pointing out ter- 
rorists and improvised explo- 
sive devices, and have even 
booted some passing terror- 
ists from the area. 

In the nearby village of 
Arab Jassim, a former sanctu- 
ary for terror, the local sheikh, 
the leader of a Cargouli sub- 
tribe, hosted the operation in 
his guest house. 

“It’s good that you Sol- 
diers have come out here,” 


said Umm Muhammad, one 
of the sheikh’s daughters. 
“I’ve seen a few repeat cus- 
tomers for treatment. I think 
doing these will help rela- 
tions between the people and 
the coalition forces.” 

The sheikh was also very 
positive. 

“It’s great,” he said. “The 
timing isn’t so good, with 
the crops coming in right 
now, but still, we have no 
clinic and this sort of thing 
is our only access to medical 
care. The road to Baghdad is 
closed off, so it’s wonderful 
you have come out here.” 

Company A, 478th Civil 
Affairs Battalion Soldiers out 
of Miami, Fla., also joined the 
efforts by distributing bags of 
Iraqi government-issue flour, 
school supplies, and clothes 
donated by U.S. citizens at 
the operations. 

Maj. David Hernandez, a 
210th Brigade Support Bat- 
talion, 2nd BCT medical 
provider working with the 2- 
69th, treated many of the pa- 
tients in Arab Jassim. 

“And it does improve re- 
lations — they come here to 
the patrol base as though I’m 
their doctor. So I’ve seen a 
lot of the people before, ei- 
ther when they’re sick or 
they’re bringing an ill family 
member,” said Hernandez, a 
native of Eagle Pass, Texas. 

“With the amount of kids 
we see at these, I hope it will 
influence them to see us in a 
more positive light in the fu- 
ture,” said Sgt. Jason Lane, a 
native of Ridgecrest, Calif. 

A similar operation was 
conducted June 22 by Com- 
pany B, 2nd Battalion, 69th 
Armored Regiment, 3rd Bri- 
gade, 3rd Infantry Division 
from Fort Stewart, Ga., in 
Arab Jassim, just outside the 
company’s patrol base. Both 
villages are in rural areas 
southwest of Baghdad. 


Article on page 5: 


lows: 


Correction: June 20 Anaconda Times 


Soldiers earn extra cash through SDP 


The finance office hours of operation were incorrectly 
reported. The correct hours of operation are as fol- 


Monday-Saturday. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 


Correction: June 27 Anaconda Times 


Article on page 6: 


Preventive medicine unit battles mini menace 


Bottom right picture had the incorrect caption. Cap- 


tion should read: 


Spc. Michael J. Cooper, preventive medical specialist, 
133rd Medical Detachment, sets up a mosquito trap 
outside one of the living quarters here. The traps cap- 
ture both mosquitoes and sand flies. 


If you find any errors in fact in the Anaconda Times please contact us via e-mail: 


anaconda.times@balad.iraq.centcom.mil 
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Crew receives prestigious award for gallantry 


by Staff Sgt. Lorin T. Smith 
36th CAB PAO 


LSA ANACONDA, _§Iraq- 
Multiple aircrews from Ist 
Battalion, 131st Aviation Regi- 
ment, 36th Combat Aviation 
Brigade, were recognized for 
their heroic actions in combat 
during an awards ceremony 
here, June 4. 

The Soldiers received the 
awards for their heroic actions 
while flying on Jan. 20. During 
the flight, a helicopter, Easy 
40, was shot down 10 miles 
north of Baghdad. All 12 Sol- 
diers onboard the Blackhawk 
helicopter — four crewmembers 
from the 36th Combat Aviation 
Brigade and eight passengers 
— were killed in the crash. The 
crews recognized during the 
event were honored for com- 
ing to the aid of their fallen 
comrades. Some of the crew- 
members attempted to provide 
aid to the fallen Soldiers, while 
two other crews pursued and 
killed the enemy. 

Chief Warrant Officer Jerry 
D. Sartin, Company B, re- 
ceived the Silver Star for ex- 
traordinary gallantry in action 
on Jan. 20. 

Earning the Distinguished 
Flying Cross were: 

Chief Warrant Officer Mi- 
chael S. Hodges, Company B; 

Chief Warrant Officer John 
A. Fefolt, Company D; and 

Chief Warrant Officer 
Thomas P. Schroeder, HHC. 

Nine more Soldiers received 
Air Medals with Valor. They 
were: 

Ist Lt. Craig D. Neeley, 
HHC; 

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Max 
E. Timmons, Company C; 

Staff Sgt. Gary L. Smith, 
Company B; 

Set. Terry L. Evans, Com- 
pany C; 

Sgt. Eddie Ray Jeselink, 
Company B; 

Set. Joseph L. Linder, Com- 
pany B; 

Spe. David L. Carnahan, 
Company C; 

Spe. Kevin S. Bomhard, 
Company E; and 

Spe. Carl B. Perkinson, 
Company E. 

All 13 Soldiers also were 
awarded a Combat Action 
Badge. 

Attending the ceremony 
was Gen. David H. Petraeus, 
the Multi-National Force Iraq 
Commander. Presenting the 
awards was Maj. Gen. James 
Simmons, Deputy Command- 
ing General of Multi-National 
Corps Iraq. Simmons spoke 
about how Jan. 20 will be re- 
membered by all 36th CAB 


Photos by Staff Sgt. Lorin T. Smith 


Multiple aircraft crews from the 1st Battalion, 131st Aviation Regiment were recognized for their heroic actions in combat during an 
awards presentation here. (Below) The Soldiers wait patiently before receiving their awards during the ceremony. 


Soldiers, and ultimately, all of 
America. 

“Tt was just another one of 
8,600 combat missions that 
this brigade has flown,” Sim- 
mons said. “But it is a day that 
has changed all of our lives 
forever. That day, 12 Soldiers 
gave their lives for all Ameri- 
cans” 

He also spoke about what 
these Soldiers’ actions meant 
to him. “It is you, the Soldier, 
who is willing to go to a far- 


away place, draw a line in the 
sand and fight, and if neces- 
sary, die. That ensures that the 
United States of America re- 
mains what she has been since 
the beginning — the land of the 
free and the home of the brave. 
It is my honor to be here with 
the Soldiers who stand guard 
in this far-away land so that 
our families and all families 
in America can be free of the 
threat of terror.” 

Simmons said that Sartin 


received only the eighth Silver 
Star that III Corps, which took 
command of MNC-I in Decem- 
ber, 2006, has awarded. Sar- 
tin said he would trade in the 
award and his place in this elite 
group to get his fallen friends 
back. “I was surprised and hon- 
ored to earn this,” Sartin said. 
“But I believe in never leaving 
a man behind, and I know that 
if the roles were reversed, those 
guys would have done the ex- 
act same thing for us.” 


All the Soldiers were back 
in the air flying shortly after 
the crash happened. Sartin said 
there was no way he was going 
to stay grounded for an extend- 
ed amount of time. “My job 
is to keep troops off the roads 
and away from improvised ex- 
plosive devices by flying them 
around Iraq. I would fly them 
everywhere all day long and 
all night; whatever it takes to 
make sure every Soldier goes 
home safely.” 
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Pulse update: developments throughout Iraq 


CF, ISF searches yield torture 
chamber, bomb-rigged houses 


Multi-National Division - North PAO 
BAQOUBA, Iraq— On day 
four of Operation Arrowhead 
Ripper, Task Force Lightning 
and Iraqi soldiers continued 
sweeping through Baqouba, 
Iraq, to root out al-Qaida in 
Traq. 

CF Soldiers worked shoul- 
der-to-shoulder with the Iraqi 
soldiers and police officers in 
and around the city during the 
operations. Coalition ground 
forces and air support provid- 
ed critical assistance in target- 
ing and destroying al-Qaida 
operatives and their safe ha- 
vens. 

In the Khatoon neighbor- 
hood of Baqouba, ISF and CF 
discovered a building suspect- 
ed of being used as a torture 
chamber. 

Ground forces observed 
various weapons, including 
knives and saws, inside the 
building as well as blood stains 
throughout the building. 

After securing the area, 
the building and its contents 
were destroyed by an attack 
helicopter armed with Hellfire 
missiles. 

Also in Khatoon, CF de- 


stroyed two houses that con- 
tained 45 water heaters filled 
with homemade explosives, 
IED making materials and 
computer equipment. One of 
the houses also contained sev- 
eral booby trapped freezers. 

Iraqi police were conduct- 
ing security operations in and 
around the village of Khalis 
when Coalition attack heli- 
copters from the 25th Combat 
Aviation Brigade and ground 
forces from 3rd Brigade Com- 
bat Team, I st Cavalry Division, 
observed 15-20 armed men at- 
tempting to circumvent the IPs 
and infiltrate the village. 

The attack helicopters, 
armed with missiles, engaged 
and killed 17 al-Qaida gun- 
men and destroyed the vehicle 
they were using. 

Since the beginning of Op- 
eration Arrowhead Ripper, at 
least 55 al-Qaida operatives 
have been killed, 23 have been 
detained, 16 weapons caches 
have been discovered, 28 im- 
provised explosive devices 
have been destroyed and 12 
boobytrapped structures have 
been destroyed. 


A Soldier from the 3rd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, from Fort Lewis, Wash., 
stands guard as residents of Baqouba, Iraq, gather to receive food and water from Iraqi and Coalition 
Forces June 22. The supplies were distributed as part of Operation Arrowhead Ripper, an ongoing ef- 


fort to defeat al-Qaida in Iraq and secure the city. 


Photo by Sgt. Armado Monroig 


Iraqi Special Operations Forces detain insurgent leader 


Multi-National Corps — Iraq PAO 

BAGHDAD- Iraqi Special Operations Forc- 
es conducted an early morning operation June 
22 and detained a key rogue Jaysh al-Mahdi 
insurgent leader in Sadr City. 

The key insurgent leader is allegedly re- 
sponsible for coordinating and conducting 
kidnappings, death squad killings and impro- 
vised explosive device attacks against inno- 


cent civilians and Iraqi and Coalition Forces. 
He is also suspected of smuggling weapons 
into Iraq. 

With Coalition Forces present as advisers, 
Iraqi Special Operations Forces detained their 
primary suspect without incident. 

No Iraqi or Coalition Forces members 
were injured during the operation. 


0900 Eden Chapel 
1930 Eden Chapel 


CONGREGATIONAL 


Worship services 


NON-DENOMINATIONAL SPANISH 

Sunday 1400 Freedom Chapel (West Side) 
LATTER DAY SAINTS (LDS) 

Sunday 1300 Provider Chapel 

1600 Freedom Chapel (West Side) 

1900 Tuskegee Chapel (H-6) 
ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS 
(Sacrament of Reconciliation 30 min prior to Mass) 

Saturday 1700 Tuskegee Chapel (H-6) 

2000 Provider Chapel 

Sunday 0830 Freedom Chapel (West Side) 

0900 Tuskegee Chapel (H-6) 

1100 Provider Chapel 

1100 Air Force Hospital Chapel 

Mon-Fri 1700 Tuskegee Chapel (H-6) 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Sunday 1400 Tuskegee Chapel (H-6) 
ISLAMIC PRAYER 

Friday 1230 Provider Chapel 
PROTESTANT-LITURGICAL_ 

Sunday 1900 Tuskegee Chapel (H-6) 

Wednesday 0800 Tuskegee Chapel (H-6) 
FRIDAY SHABBAT SERVICE 

Friday 1900 Tuskegee Chapel (H-6) 


PROTESTANT —- TRADITIONAL 
Sunday 0930 Air Force Hospital Chapel 
0930 Provider Chapel 
1000 Freedom Chapel (West Side) 
1700 Tuskegee Chapel (H-6) 

1930 Air Force Hospital Chapel 

PROTESTANT —- GOSPEL 
Sunday 1100 MWR East Building 
1130 Freedom Chapel (West Side) 
1400 Air Force Hospital 
1900 Provider Chapel 

PROTESTANT —- PRAISE & WORSHIP 
Sunday 0900 MWR East Building 


1900 Freedom Chapel (West Side) 
PROTESTANT -—- SAMOAN 


Sunday 1600 Provider Chapel 
PROTESTANT -— CONTEMPORARY 

Sunday 1000 Town Hall (H-6) 

Wednesday 2000 Tuskegee Chapel (H-6) 
NON-DENOMINATIONAL 

Sunday 0900 Signal Chapel 
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Midnight movers deliver goods 


by Staff Sgt. Tony Lindback 
Anaconda Times Staff 


LSA ANACONDA, Iraq— 
With every combat logistics 
patrol in theater there is a 
danger of attack by anti-Iraqi 
forces. Soldiers in the 368th 
Cargo Transfer Company, 
here, team up with units like 
B Company, 2/135th General 
Support Aviation Battalion, 
to fly cargo across Iraq, forc- 
ing fewer trucks and Soldiers 
to run the roads. 

In an email, Ist Lt. Antho- 
ny Calingo, platoon leader, 
368th, wrote, “Loading cargo 
on rotary-wing aircraft is pre- 
ferred over transporting car- 
go by truck. The main objec- 
tive is to facilitate our higher 
command’s goal to mitigate 
as many combat logistics pa- 
trols as possible. Every pal- 
let that we load helps to save 
our fellow servicemembers’ 
lives.” 

Having fewer Soldiers 
at risk may be justification 
enough for hauling cargo by 
air, but added to that is the 
safety of critical cargo as 
well. 

“A lot of it is too critical to 
be hauled on the ground. It’s 
easier if they just put it in the 
back of our aircraft and we 
can get it there real quick,” 
said Chief Warrant Officer 
Brett Setterlund, CH-47D pi- 
lot, 2/135th GSAB. 

Getting critical cargo from 
place to place in a timely 
manner would not be pos- 
sible if units like the 368th 
were not here to quickly load 
and unload. 

Calingo said his platoon’s 
mission is to upload, down- 
load, transport, document 
and store pallets of class one, 
three, five, eight and nine sup- 
plies at the sterile yard here. 

From the sterile yard 
all the pallets of cargo get 
moved onward by Chinooks 
and Marine Corps helicopters 
while supporting the 1034th 
Combat Sustainment Support 
Battalion. 

The 368th, from Fort Sto- 
ry, Va., has been here provid- 
ing that support since late 
September. Calingo - said, 
“To date (June 20), we have 
moved 1,861 pallets and 
3,526,053 pounds of cargo.” 

Once cargo is loaded into 
aircraft, it is that aircraft’s 
crew who does the leg work 
getting supplies from points 
Ato B. 

Setterlund said he has 
logged more than 500 flight 


Photo by Staff Sgt. Tony Lindback 


Chief Warrant Officer Brett Sutterlund, CH-47D pilot, 2/135th General Support Aviation Battalion, here, looks down at his instrument pan- 
els while doing preflight checks before a night cargo delivery mission. 


hours hauling cargo and per- 
sonnel since he arrived here 
in September. 

Getting cargo and people 
across the battlefield is the 
specialty of the CH-47 Chi- 
nook helicopter, although 
those are not the only things 
the GSAB have hauled. 

They have also sling load- 
ed and towed a UH-60 Black- 
hawk. “It wasn’t too bad,” 
said Capt. Randall Wright, 
CH-47 pilot, 2/135th GSAB. 
“It was only about 12,000 
pounds,” which is just over 
half the aircraft’s capability. 

It can lift, sure, but the 
Chinook can also traverse 
a battlefield faster than any 
other rotary-wing aircraft in 
the Army’s inventory. 

Wright said, “Straight and 
level we can do 170 knots. 
In a dive a Blackhawk can 
go faster, but there’s no way 
any other aircraft in the Army 
inventory on a straight and 
level flight, can keep up with 
a Chinook — as far as rotary- 
wing aircraft goes.” 

For 45 years the CH-47 
has been aiding Army com- 
manders and logisticians get 
supplies across battlefields. 

During Desert Storm, in 
the early 1990s, “the CH- 
47D was often the only mode 


of transportation to shift 
large numbers of person- 
nel, equipment, and supplies 
rapidly over the vast area in 
which U.S. forces operated. 
The cargo capacity and speed 
provided commanders and 
logisticians a capability un- 
equalled by any army in the 
world,” according to “Army 


Aviation in Operation Desert 
Storm,” 1991. 

Today, the Army contin- 
ues to use the strength of the 
CH-47 in combination with 
the skills of the mechanics, 
who serve as crew chiefs and 
flight engineers on the air- 
craft, cargo transfer special- 
ists and pilots to support the 


logistician mission. 

Calingo said his platoon 
helps get critical supplies of 
all classes transported to the 
war-fighters quickly so they 
are never in want of what 
they need. 

Not being in want, those 
war-fighters can focus on 
their mission. 


Photo by Staff Sgt. Tony Lindback 


Sgt. Melissa Hagert, mechanic/crew member of a CH-47D Chinook, B Company 2/135th General Sup- 
port Aviation Battalion, here, guides a pallet onto her aircraft at Baghdad International Airport. 
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On the road with ASV crew: Soldiers 


by Sgt. Michael Connors 
Ananconda Times Staff 


LSA ANACONDA, Iraq— “Let’s 
roll,” the convoy commander said 
over the radio. With the words im- 
mortalized on 9/11, the escort team 
moved out, meeting the dangerous 
roads of Iraq head-on. 

The escort team was composed 
of several M1117 armored security 
vehicles and crew members from 
the 1744th Transportation Company, 
Streator, IIl., IIlinois National Guard. 
The team escorted other ASVs from 
the ASV school here to range Hawaii, 
Patrol Base Love, Iraq, June 20. The 
patrol base is located approximately 
50 kilometers northwest of here. 

This mission was the culminating 
task of the five-day school, in which 
students learn all aspects of the ASV, 
said Ist Lt. Tomas Akers, Ist pla- 
toon leader and executive officer of 
the 1744th. Escorting students to the 
range is an ongoing mission for the 
1744th, which has been in-country 
for 10 months. At the range, students 


fire the M-2 machine gun and the 
MK-19 grenade launcher from the 
turrets of their ASVs. 

“A lot of these guys—they’ve 
never been outside the wire,” said 
Sgt. Nathan Palmer, who at only 21 
years old is a tank commander with 
the 1744th. “It’s a new vehicle for 
them, so not only does it give them 
experience in a vehicle they’re not 
familiar with, but it also gives them 
outside-the-wire experience, some- 
thing you can’t really get driving 
around on post.” 

The ASV was first fielded by the 
Army in 2000, according to the U.S. 
Army Materiel Command’s Web site. 
The vehicle “is an improved means 
to aid, protect and escort combat lo- 
gistics and security patrols through- 
out Iraq.” Palmer said the vehicle 
has three layers of armor: ceramic, 
steel and Kevlar. 

“Tt’s an excellent vehicle,” said 
Palmer. “Weapons systems are great 
.... performance is great; I feel very 
safe in it.” 


(Above) Sgt. Nathan Palmer, tank commander, and Sgt. Matt Tid- 
ball, driver, both with the 1744th TC, share a laugh prior to rolling 


out in their ASV. 


(Center) ASVs from the ASV school here are positioned on the fir- 
ing line at range Hawaii, Patrol Base Love, Iraq. 
(Top Right) Sgt. Matt Tidball, an ASV driver with the 1744th TC, 


checks the oil prior to rolling out. 


(Lower Right) Spc. Trevor Dittmer, a gunner with the 1744th TC, 
scans his sector from the turret of his ASV. ASVs have both an M-2 
machine gun and a MK-19 grenade launcher. 


“It’s an excellent ve- 
hicle. Weapons systems 
are great .... performance 
is great; I feel very safe in 
it 33 

Sgt. Nathan Palmer 
1744th TC 


Palmer also said he hasn’t no- 
ticed any problems with the vehicle, 
so long as preventive maintenance 
checks and services are done. 

“If you take care of it—PMCS it 
properly—you’re not going to have 
any problems, and if there are any 
problems they’re usually really easy 
to spot,” he said. 


Palmer and his crew, driver 


Sgt. Matt Tidball and gunner Spc. 
Trevor Dittmer, had about 40 mis- 
sions on the roads of Iraq between 
ASV-school escorting and recovery 
escorting. The 1744th is on call 24 


hours a day to escort recovery vehi- 
cles that go outside the wire to bring 
back disabled vehicles. 

Palmer, Tidball and Dittmer have 
developed a strong bond with one 
another and have reached a comfort 
level with their mission here, said 
Palmer. 

“T’m real confident in my team, 
real confident on our abilities to 
get the job done correctly and ef- 
ficiently,” said Palmer, who’s from 
East Alton, Il. Palmer added that 
Soldiers cannot be over-confident, 
though, because that could cause 
them to miss something. 

In regard to their bond, Palmer 
said it was based on “spending time 
with my team, spending time doing 
the training we do. It’s just some- 
thing that builds with experience and 
time.” 

Tidball, from Oak Forest, UL, 
mentioned some driving tips. He 
said he focuses on avoiding potholes 
and scanning his sector for possible 
IEDs and suspicious activity. 
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For love of running: Lt. does it for fun, not fame 


by Sgt. Carlos J. Lazo 
Anaconda Times Staff 


LSA ANACONDA, Iraq- 
When asked why he ran 
across the country, all For- 
rest Gump said was ‘I just 
felt like running’. One run- 
ner here can relate. 

“T just do it because I like 
to do it,” said Ist Lt. An- 
thony R. Calingo, platoon 
leader, 368th Cargo Transfer 
Company, when asked why 
he runs. 

Since arriving last year, 
the 5-foot-9-inch, 150-pound 
Congers, N.Y., native, has 
participated in nearly every 
running event held here. 

This includes the Anacon- 
da Army 10-mile run, three 
biathlons, the five-kilome- 
ter Cancer run, the Mothers’ 
Day five-kilometer run, the 
Bolder Boulder five-kilome- 
ter and the Boston marathon 
event held in Tallil. He plans 
to participate in the upcom- 
ing five-kilometer Fourth of 
July run as well. 

“T run a lot of races but 
I’m actually not really so 
competitive,” said Calingo. 
“T just enjoy doing it, and 
that’s my whole sole motiva- 
tion.” 

The 23-year-old typically 
runs about eight to ten miles 
a day, Monday through Sat- 
urday, and longer runs rang- 
ing from 16 to 20 miles on 
Sunday. 

This brings him to around 
60 to 80 miles a week. State- 
side, he usually runs about 
100 to120 miles a week. 

The heat and time may 
limit his distance here but he 
still puts in his miles. 

Every morning he’s out 
there running, said Sgt. Ryan 
C. Nett, assistant squad lead- 
er, 368th CTC. 

Running is what Calingo 
has been doing for a long 
time. 

“I started running fresh- 
man year of high school,” 
said Calingo. He was 13 
years old at the time. 

“It’s actually kind of fun- 
ny,” Calingo said jokingly. 
“Going into high school my 
mom told me I had to play a 
sport.” 

His choices were football, 
soccer or cross country. After 
contemplating it, he told his 
mom, “I think Ill try cross 
country; I think you ski or 
something in it.” 

Even though there was no 
skiing, he liked it and ran for 
all four years of high school, 
every season, including the 
cross-country winter and 
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First Lt. Anthony R. Calingo, platoon leader, 368th Cargo Transfer Company, runs around the track at Holt Stadium here. The Congers, 
N.Y., native, has participated in nearly every running event held here and is preparing himself for the Fourth of July five-kilometer run 


next month. 


“T just enjoy doing 
it, and thats my whole 
sole motivation.” 


Ist Lt. Anthony R. Calingo 
368th CTC 


spring track. 

He continued to run in col- 
lege, where he experienced 
one of his more memorable 
moments running. 

He competed in an ul- 
tra-marathon relay, called 
Reach the Beach relay in 
New Hampshire which cov- 
ered 200 miles. As part of a 
six-man team I ran about 41 
miles of the relay, Calingo 
said. His team won the race. 

Winning is not the main 
reason Calingo races. 

“He goes out there to have 
fun,” said Nett. “Not neces- 
sarily competitive but to see 
how far he can push himself 
and how well he can do.” 

Calingo’s running has also 
brought him a little fame 
here. 

“Guess his running has 
made an impression on the 
whole place,” said Nett. 
“People always say, ‘Is that 


the guy that won the race?’ 
all the time.” 

Nett said he thinks it is 
quite interesting that some- 
one who does it just to have 
fun doesn’t pay any attention 
to that type of fame. 

“He doesn’t let it affect 
him or go to his head,” said 
Nett. 

“He’s a good guy, he’s al- 
ways there. If we have ques- 
tions as far as improvement 
wise, or if we want him to 
just go run with us, he’s al- 
ways open to do it,” said 
Nett. 

“People ask me for advice; 
I’m always willing to give 
any tips I might have,” said 
Calingo. “I’m not an expert, 
but I might know something 
that can help them become a 
better runner.” 

Considering he usually 
does his two miles on the 
Army physical fitness test in 
10:30, it is understandable 
why people come to him for 
advice. 

He leaves the option open; 
he puts it out there advice on 
running, said Nett. If he sees 
us doing something wrong, 
he will let us know and shows 
us how to do it better. 


Photo by Sgt. Carlos J. Lazo 


First Lt. Anthony R. Calingo, platoon leader, 368th Cargo Trans- 
fer Company, stretches prior to running. Calingo runs eight to ten 
miles everyday. 
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Three sets of siblings add to 1744th military family 


by Staff Sgt. Glen Chrisman 
13th SC(E) PAO 


LSA ANACONDA, Iraq— 
Many Ilinois Army National 
Guard Soldiers will say they 
have two families — their civil- 
ian family and their military 
family. Three sets of siblings 
with the 1744th Transporta- 
tion Company have spent the 
last year mobilized together 
in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 

Last June, nearly 170 Sol- 
diers from the Streator, IIl.- 
based National Guard unit 
had to say goodbye to their 
family and friends. Six sib- 
lings with the unit had a 
chance to bring part of their 
civilian family with them 
as they put their lives in the 
hands of their military broth- 
ers and sisters. 

Staff Sgt. Richard Ensley 
and Sgt. Michael Ensley of 
Quincy, III. are joined by Spc. 
Katie Johnson and Spc. Nich- 
olas Johnson of Earlville, Il. 
and Sgt. Robert Fisher and 
Spe. Christopher Fisher of 
Steger, Ill. as the unit’s three 
sets of siblings currently serv- 
ing in Iraq. 

“It’s been good that we’ve 
been stationed at the same 
place,” said Richard. “If 
something happens you know 
about it right away.” 

Michael said it was not by 
accident that the brothers were 
mobilized together. “We both 
volunteered to transfer to the 
1744th. In the past, a unit was 
activated with only a week or 
two notice. The 1744th knew 
for a long time and it gave 
them time to prepare.” 

The deployment hasn’t im- 
pacted the Ensleys’ relation- 
ship. “We’ve always been 
pretty close,” said Richard. 
“We do talk more now than 
we did at home. It’s nice to 
always have someone you 
can confide in and who will 
understand what you are go- 
ing through.” 

The last year has had a 
positive influence on the bond 
between Sgt. Robert and Spc. 
Chris Fisher. 

“We’ve always been really 
close but this has helped us 
to understand each other bet- 
ter,” said Chris. 

The brothers never had a 
close relationship with their 
parents, as so many times 
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Photo by Staff Sgt. Glen Chrisman 


The 1744th siblings stand outside the unit’s Headquarters at Camp Anaconda. Pictured in the back from left to right: Sgt. Robert Fisher, 
Spc. Chris Fisher, Sgt. Michael Ensley, and Staff Sgt. Richard Ensley. Pictured in the front from left to right: Spc. Katie Johnson and Spc. 


Nicholas Johnson. 


they have had to rely on each 
other. Chris said this deploy- 
ment is no different. 

“We may fight like cats and 
dogs, but we love each other 
to death,” he said. “There 
is nothing I wouldn’t do for 
him. I’m proud to serve with 
my brother and to be able to 
be there for one another when 
the times are rough.” 

Sgt. Robert Fisher joined 
the National Guard after his 
brother with the intention of 
deploying with him. He said 
it’s nice to have your best 
friend with you while you are 
facing so much adversity. 

“While you can make 
friends, none of them are as 
close to you as your family,” 
he said. “With your brother, 
you always know you have 
someone to lean on, someone 
to talk to, and someone who 
will listen no matter what you 
have to say.” 

Family members being in 
the same National Guard unit 


is nothing new. For near- 
ly 400 years Soldiers have 
joined their parents and sib- 
lings by putting on the uni- 
form. It wasn’t until 1956, 
though, when women were 
allowed to be part of the Na- 
tional Guard. Today, it’s not 
uncommon to see brothers 
and sisters serving alongside 
each other. 

Nicholas and Katie John- 
son, both specialists, enlisted 
on the same day four years 
ago. The two enlisted with the 
1744th knowing they would 
likely be deployed together. 

“T wanted to do something 
different,” said Katie. “I ac- 
tually talked my brother into 
it since neither one of us 
knew what we wanted to do 
with our lives when we got 
out of high school.” 

According to Nicholas, the 
decision to enlist in the mili- 
tary is something he is very 
proud of. 

“People look at you differ- 


ently and give you more re- 
spect,” he said. “For some, 
it’s something they thought 
about doing and never did. 
For others, they respect us 
because of what we are doing 
in Iraq.” 

The Johnsons are extreme- 
ly close to their parents and 
this deployment has not been 
easy on them. Both Soldiers 
were heavily relied upon to 
help on their northern I[li- 
nois family farm. Over the 
last year their two brothers at 
home have had to step up to 
fill their shoes. 

“They’re upset both of us 
are over here but also com- 
forted knowing we are to- 
gether,” said Nicholas. 

“Tm a big daddy’s girl,” 
said Katie with a_ smile. 
“While they probably miss 
Nicholas more on the farm, 
it’s hard for them knowing I 
am here because I’m the only 
girl.” 

First Sgt. Royal Schaefer 


of Quincy, Ill. said having 
siblings in the same unit has 
its pluses and minuses. 

“For them it’s a good thing. 
It helps with their time here 
when everyone else is away 
from their family,” he said. 
“For their parents, though, it 
may not be as easy since they 
have two children to worry 
about rather than just one.” 

While all of the siblings 
are very close, the 1744th 
has taken extra precautions to 
help ensure the siblings were 
separated when it came to the 
mission and their safety in 
Iraq. None of the siblings are 
in the same platoon and none 
of them go “outside the wire” 
together. 

The 1744th was mobilized 
in June 2006. After training 
at Camp Atterbury, Ind., they 
were sent overseas in mid- 
September. The Soldiers, 
who are from all parts of 
Ill., are expected to be home 
sometime early this fall. 
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On the street with Sgt. Carlos Lazo 


“What is your 
most memorable 
4th of July?” 


pc. Jimmy E. Gee 


Photo by Sgt. Carlos J. Lazo 


Sgt. Bryan Pratt, who is the 734th MST shop foreman and a member of the 758th MC, opens the hatch 
of an ASV after demonstrating the ASV extraction system. He and Sgt. Jonathan Zimmerman, Skunk 
Werks shop foreman, 758th MC, developed the system. 


Latch, from Cover 


well, but is awaiting approv- 
al. 

The 1034th was “100 per- 
cent supportive” of the new 
design, said Pratt. “They 
asked, ‘What do you need to 
get these in our vehicles?’” 

Pratt and Zimmerman feel 
that the ASV extraction sys- 
tem should reach even fur- 
ther, extending to all ASVs in 
theater. The 758th is sched- 
uled to redeploy within the 
next few months, so they are 
hoping their replacements 


WEEKL' 


will continue the effort. 

They also submitted their 
design online to the Army’s 
Supply and Maintenance As- 
sessment and Review Team. 
Soldiers and civilian em- 
ployees may submit ideas 
for improvement of logistics 
operations and functions to 
SMART. 

Since SMART’s inception 
in the early ‘80s, individuals 
have received $885,000 in 
cash awards for adoption of 
their ideas, according to the 
U.S. Army Logistics Man- 


agement College Web site. 
The SMART program 
can be found online through 
www.cascom.army.mil. 
Zimmerman summed up 
why he and Pratt have put in 
the extra effort to design and 
implement their innovation. 
“As a Soldier that’s our 
job to look out for each oth- 
er,” he said. “We could work 
20 hours a day all year if we 
knew we were going to save 
one life, and we think this has 
the potential to save lives, and 
so we'll go that extra mile.” 
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-82 Field Artillery, 1st Cav. Div. 
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“The time | proposed to my wife 


while the fireworks were going.” 


I Sgt. DiAlma E. Aponte 


§ 248th Medical Detachment 


“Going to the Beach spend time 
with friends and family, then go to 
the base and see the fireworks.” 
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“It's a good time for everybody 
to get together, eat food ...and 


celebrate our nation.” 
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Shout outs from home 


Andrew Rochstein 
Can’t wait for you to 
come home!! Think of 
you and pray for your 
safety each and every 
day. 

Janey and Ron 


K J Lange 

Hey Son! We wish 

you were home. Hope 
you are okay and are 
enjoying your “peace & 
quiet”! Ha! We love 
you! 

Mom, Dad & Sissy 


Stuart Akers 

Hi, Daddy. I built my 
plastic train tracks and 
the wooden train tracks. 
I love you, Daddy. 
Callum Akers 


Theodore Pfaff 
Sweetheart I can’t wait 


for you to come home 
and start the next chapter 
in our life. Loving and 
missing you very much! 
Love, 

Angelina Pfaff 


Derek Tillemans 
Happy 40th Birthday 
Derek! We love you! 
Miss you! 

Tina, Audrey, Alli and 
Ellen 


Andrew Rochstein 

A Big TEXAS hello from 
all of us... 

We’re getting so anxious 
for your return home 

(2 months)...what a 
wonderful birthday 
present for me. Can’t 
wait for you and Vickie 
to be together and for 
your upcoming wedding! 
We love you and are so 
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Want to see your shout-outs here? 


very PROUD of you. 
See you soon! 

Love ya, 

Cheryl & the residents 


Send your battle buddies a “Hello” 


I just want to send a big 
thank you to my B det, 
22nd PSB Soldiers at 

the MWR in the PAX 
terminal and my Soldiers 
at the 332nd EMDG/PAD 
AF hospital. You guys 
are doign a great job! 
-Terrence Burkett 


I would like to give a 
shout out to all my new 
found friends at the 67th 
Signal Brigade, you have 
made my transition here 
easy and I would like to 
also give a shout out to 
all the wonderful people 
I have met over at dance 
class. 

-Bob Holeman 


~~ 
Your family can 
E-mail us at: 


anaconda.times@balad.iraq.centcom.mil 
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http://jennyspouse.com 


How-To: “Spouse-Speak" (or “Just another Cassie moment") 
|“ MAYBE YOU COULD ME, TOO! LAST WEEK 
S THERE 


WORK AT THE IWA 
“SELF-HELP” STORE. FOR ONE OF THOSE 


qT R TH 
THOSE PEOPLE ALWAYS TI pitts ROOM cOniTS 
LOOK AT ME LIKE TM = 


READY FOR THE 
“MEN IN WHITE COATS* 


} WOW ! I EXPLAINED IT TO 
THEM FOR HALF AN HOUR 
BUT YOU KNEW EXACTLY 


BO YOU MEAN THAT WEIRD 
THINGY THAT HAS THE ROUND 
DOO-DAD ON THE OUTSIDE? 

WHAT I WANTED! 


http:/Awww.pvtmurphy.com 


HA! THE OTHERS HAVE BARELY 
EVEN SCRAPED THE SURFACE, 
BUT I'M DONE! I HAD TO 
WORK LIKE A DOG BUT NOW 

I CAN RELAX! 


HEY SERGEANT! CHECK OUT 
THIS PICTURE PERFECT FOX 
HOLE! ARMPIT DEEP... 


18" OF DIRT BETWEEN ME 
AND THE ENEMY... 
GRENADE SUMPS DUG... 


YUP. LOOKS GOOD. FILL IT IN. 
WE'RE MOVING OUT IN 15 MIN. 
& 


THE PATROL NEEDS TO 
MOVE OUT AT 2300...... 


ARE YOU LISTENING? 
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Spades & Ping Pong 
2 a.m. and 8 p.m., H6 MWR 


Dance Aerobics 
5:30 a.m., East Fitness Center 


9-Ball Tourney 
3 p.m. and 8 p.m., 
East MWR 


Spin Class 
3:30 p.m., H6 Fitness Center 


Aikido 
5-7 p.m., East Fitness Center 


Step Aerobics 
5:30 p.m., East Fitness Center 


Hawaiian Dance Practice 
6 p.m., MWR Circuit Gym 


Open Volleyball 
7 p.m., East Fitness Center 


Aerobics 
7 p.m., West MWR 


Green Bean Karaoke 
8 p.m., West MWR 


Cardio Funk 
8 p.m., H6 Fitness Center 


8-Ball Tourney 
8 p.m., West MWR 


Floor Hockey 


8 to 10 p.m., MWR Circuit Gym 


Salsa Dance Class 
8:30 p.m., West MWR 


Martial Arts 
9 p.m. West MWR 


9-Ball Tourney 
2 a.m. and 8 p.m., H6 MWR 


Spin Center 
6 a.m., H6 Fitness Center 


Tae Kwon Do 1 
8 —9 a.m., East Fitness Center 


Aikido 


10:00 a.m. to noon., East Fitness 


Center 


Korean Martial Arts 
4:30 p.m., H6 Fitness Center 


Intermediate Swim Lessons 
6 p.m., Indoor Pool 
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Country/Western Dance Class 
7 p.m., East MWR 


Tae Kwon Do 2 
7 — 8:30 p.m., East Fitness 
Center 


Pilates 
7:30 p.m., West Fitness Center 


Water Aerobics 
7:45 p.m., Indoor Pool 


Console Game Tourney 
8 p.m., West MWR 


Dodgeball League 
8 p.m., Circuit Gym 


Karaoke Night 
8:30 p.m., H6 MWR 


Dance Aerobics 
5:30 a.m., East Fitness Center 


Spin Class 
3:30 p.m., H6 Fitness Center 


Step Aerobics 
5:30 p.m., East Fitness Center 


Open Volleyball 
7 p.m., West Fitness Center 


Friday Night Spikes 
7 p.m., East Fitness Center 


Hip-Hop Dance Class 
7-11 p.m., East MWR 


Self Defense Class 
7:30 p.m., West Fitness Center 


Hip-Hop Coffee Shop 
8 p.m., West MWR 


Scrabble Tourney 
8 p.m., West MWR 


Chess Tourney 
8 p.m., West MWR 


R&B Music Night 
9:30 p.m., H6 MWR 


Pilates 
11 a.m., West Fitness Center 


Boxing 

3 to 4:30 p.m., West Fitness 
Center 

Aikido 

5-7 p.m., East Fitness Center 


Aerobics 
7 p.m., West MWR 


Salsa Dance Class 
7 p.m., East MWR 


Tae Kwon Do 2 


7 — 8:30 p.m., East Fitness Center 


Country/Western Dance Class 
8 p.m., West MWR 


Texas Hold’em 
8 p.m., West MWR 


Bingo Night 
8:30 p.m., H6 MWR 


Wrestling 
9 p.m., West Fitness Center 


Spin Class 
1:30 a.m., H6 Fitness Center 


Aikido 
10 a.m. to noon, East Fitness 
Center 


Magic, The Gathering 
11 a.m., West MWR 


Boxing 
3 to 4:30 p.m., West Fitness 
Center 


Poker 
7 p.m., East MWR 


Poetry Night 
7 p.m., East MWR 


Swing Dance 
7:30 p.m., East Fitness Center 


Gaston’s Self Defense 
7:30 p.m., West Fitness Center 


Green Bean Karaoke 
8 p.m., West MWR 


Spades, Dominoes & R&B 
8 p.m., West MWR 


Abs Salute 
8 p.m., H6 Fitness Center 


Salsa Dance Class 
8:30 p.m., H6 Recreation 


Texas Hold’em 
2 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. 
H6 MWR 


Dance Aerobics 
5:30 a.m., East Fitness Center 


Tae Kwon Do 
8 to 9:30 a.m., East Fitness 
Center 


Spin Class 
3:30 p.m., H6 Fitness Center 


Step Aerobics 
5:30 p.m., East Fitness Center 


Aerobics 
7 p.m., West MWR 


Boxing 
7:30 to 9 p.m., East Fitness 
Center 


Cardio Funk 
8 p.m., H6 Fitness Center 


9-Ball Tourney 
8 p.m., West MWR 


Karaokee 
8 p.m., East MWR 


Poetry Jam 
8 p.m., West MWR 


Floor Hockey 
8 - 10 p.m., MWR Circuit Gym 


Martial Arts 
9 p.m., West MWR 


Martial Arts 
9 p.m., West Fitness Center 


8-Ball Tourney 
2 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. 
H6 MWR 


Aikido 
10 am to noon, East Fitness 
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Center 

Spin Class 

3:30 and 8:30 p.m., H6 Fitness 
Center 


Korean Martial Arts 
4:30 p.m., H6 Fitness Center 


Kung Fu 
7 p.m., H6 Fitness Center 


Tae Kwon Do 2 
7p.m. — 8:30 p.m., East Fitness 
Center 


Pilates 
7:30 p.m., West Fitness Center 


Foosball/Ping Pong 
8 p.m., West MWR 


Combative Training 
8:30 p.m., East Fitness Center 


Martial Arts 
9 p.m., West MWR 


Martial Arts 
9 p.m., West Fitness Center 


Spades & Ping Pong 
2 a.m. and 8 p.m., H6 MWR 


Dance Aerobics 
5:30 a.m., East Fitness Center 


9-Ball Tourney 
3 p.m. and 8 p.m., 
East MWR 


Spin Class 

3:30 p.m., H6 Fitness Center 
Aikido 

5-7 p.m., East Fitness Center 


Step Aerobics 
5:30 p.m., East Fitness Center 


Open Volleyball 
7 p.m., East Fitness Center 


Aerobics 
7 p.m., West MWR 


Green Bean Karaoke 
8 p.m., West MWR 


Cardio Funk 
8 p.m., H6 Fitness Center 


8-Ball Tourney 
8 p.m., West MWR 


Floor Hockey 
8 to 10 p.m., MWR Circuit Gym 


Do you have a story idea: 


Contact the Anaconda Times 
anaconda.times@balad.iraq.centcom.mil 


JULY 4, 2007 


ANACONDA TIMES 


PAGE 15 


Medical training provides Soldiers life-saving ability 


by Staff Sgt. Tony Lindback 
Anaconda Times Staff 


LSA ANACONDA, §Iraq- 
Any and all members of the 
Coalition Forces, to include all 
military and civilian person- 
nel, can get medical training 
at the SFC Tricia L. Jameson 
Combat Medic Training Cen- 
ter, here. 

The school offers training 
and testing for Emergency 
Medical Technician-Basic, 
EMT-B refresher, Combat 
Medic Advanced Skills Train- 
ing, Combat Life Saver, Basic 
Life Support course (which 
teaches —_ Cardio-Pulmonary 
Resuscitation), Medical Edu- 
cation and Demonstration of 
Individual Competence, and 
the National Registry Exam. 

Master Sgt. Luis Diolazo, 
program director, Iraq Ba- 
sic Life Support course, 3rd 
MEDCOM, here, said, “Right 
now we are the only training 
center that teaches the EMT- 
basic course in country. We 
have a satellite training center 
in Baghdad that teaches only 
EMT-refresher and the CLS 
course. There’s another sec- 
tion in Kuwait that teaches the 
CMAST course.” Anaconda 
is also the only place in the- 
ater that can give the National 
Registry Exam, said Diolazo. 

Training at the center pro- 
vides opportunities for Sol- 
diers in the military occupa- 
tional skill sets 91 W, 68W and 
68WY2. The 91W, combat 
medic, MOS is transitioning 
to 68W which means Sol- 
diers holding that MOS will 
now have to have an EMT-B 
license, said Diolazo. Having 
the ability to get the training 
required for the transition will 
enable Soldiers to be fully 


Photo by Spc. Kyndal Hernandez 


Combat life saver instructor Sgt. Hector Jasso supervises as 2nd Lt. Soonah Phem and Sgt. Ximena Hurtado use a buddy carry method 
to evacuate a simulated casualty from a danger zone. 


MOS qualified, instead of 
having to wait to receive that 
training after redeployment 
from theater. 

Becoming MOS qualified is 
not the only reason people at- 
tend classes at the school. Spc. 
Wayne Finner, a medic with the 
1171st Area Support Medical 
Company, Michigan National 
Guard, is using the school to 
get licensed as an EMT, which 
he said will give him more oc- 
cupational opportunities in his 
civilian life at home. 

Finner said, “I came up 
here to take the EMT-B course 
to prepare me to take the Na- 
tional Registry. I’m also here 
to take the CMAST course. 

He said, “It will give me the 
opportunity to get my basic 
paramedics license and will 
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help me further my career out 
in the civilian world.” Finner 
also said taking the National 
Registry Exam help him be- 
come a better medic. 

Aiding Finner in his ca- 
reer progression is the staff of 
the Jameson Training Center. 
Trainers at the center are from 
the Army National Guard, 
Army Reserve and regular 
Army and currently have a 
high pass rate for their stu- 
dents. 

“Right now we have a high- 
er pass rate average than the 
national average. The national 
average right now is, I think, 
about 71 percent. We’re up in 
the 85 percentile,” said Dio- 
lazo. 

Talking about the instructors 
being from all components of 


the Army and how that could 
be a reason for the higher than 
national average pass rate, 
Diolazo said, “I would like to 
think that’s part of the reason 
just because these Soldiers 
are very dedicated to teach- 
ing these students. They take 
extra time to go out there after 
classes, sit with students, and 
help them better understand 
the material.” 

Diolazo also talked about 
how Soldiers from the Reserve 
and National Guard may get 


experiences from working in 
the medical field that active 
component Soldiers never see. 
Those experiences help make 
them better trainers and im- 
prove the learning atmosphere 
for students. 

The school is open to more 
than just medical personnel. 
Anyone with an interest can 
get more information about 
what the school has to offer, 
or about the courses by calling 
Diolazo at 318-433-2298 using 
the defense system network. 


— © we 
Photos by Spc. Kyndal Hernandez 


(Above) Spc. Javier Martinez struggles to get a fellow Soldier o the 
evacuation site after performing basic combat life saver tasks he 


learned in the days prior. 


(Left) Spc. Javier Martinez uses the skills he learned in the combat 
life saver course to apply a field dressing to an injured Soldier’s 
arm during the final day of the certification course. 


PAGE 16 ANACONDA TIMES JULY 4, 2007 


Images from “outside the wire” 


Navy photo by MCSN Zachary Hernandez 


A coalition member waits to board a Blackhawk helicopter before a mission to target known terrorist 
threats in Northern Iraq during Operation Iraqi Freedom. 


Navy photo by MCSN Zachary Hernandez 


A coalition member enjoys a playful moment with and Iraqi child 
during Operation Iraqi Freedom. 


Navy photos by MC2 (DSW/SW) Christopher Perez 


(Above) Iraqi children cheer as a convoy of Coalition Forces patrol the streets of Shuhaymiyah as they 
maintain a security presence throughout the province. 

(Right Center) Coalition Forces meet with Skieks of the Suwayrah province to discuss security issues 
and ways to work together to eliminate terrorist activities throughout their communities. 


Navy photo by MC2 (AW) Johansen Laurel 


lraqi Special Operations Forces advised by Coalition Forces conduct a combat operation in Baghdad to detain suspected terrorist leaders of an insurgent force in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 


